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Continuation of Box No: II 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows: 

Invention I relates to primers, compositions and methods for typing group B streptococcus based on sequence analysis 
of capsular proteins cpsD, cpsE, cpsF, cpsG and/or cpsVM. 

Invention II relates to primers, compositions and methods for typing group B streptococcus based on determining the 
presence or absence of one or more of the surface protein genes, rib, alp2 and alp3. 

Invention in relates to primers and methods for typing group B streptococcus based on determining the presence or 
absence of one or more mobile genetic elements selected from 1S861, IS1548, IS/557, ISSa4 and GBSil. 

The technical feature common to all three inventions is considered to be methods of typing group B streptococcus 
using nucleic acid primers. However this feature is obvious in view of the disclosure of Lachenauer et al. which 
prefigures methods of typing based on mosaicism in the alpl and alpl genes in GBS strains V and VTQ. Therefore 
methods of typing group B streptococcus can not be regarded as a unifying technical feature. 
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